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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1884 Excerpt: . . . Registry had by this time acquired so great an importance as an authority upon
the value and seaworthiness of merchant vessels, that it would be impossible for ever so good a ship to obtain
freight abroad without reference to the Register. The following figures show the progress made in the
classification of ships between 1836 and 1842: --CHAPTER XI. fLTHOUGH no Rules for the construction of Iron
Ships were promulgated by the Society till 1855, vessels of this description were admitted to classification in the
Register Book at a much earlier date. The attention of the Society was first directed to iron as a material for
ships about 1837, in which year the first iron vessel that received a class was built. This was the steamer Sirius,
of 180 tons, built in London under the inspection of the Societys Surveyors, and owned at Marseilles. She
appears in the supplement to the 1837 volume, having the A character without a term of years, and the
notation Built of iron. The next one entered in the Book was the iron sailing ship Ironside, of 270 tons,
constructed in 1838 by Messrs. Jackson and Jordan, of Liverpool, for Messrs. Cairns and Co. , of the same port.
This vessel appears in the 1839 volume, with the same note Built of iron, but without any class, although it is
evident from the date, 11, 38, inserted in the column for classification, that she had been surveyed by the
Societys officers...
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