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illustrated. 1921. Excerpt: . . . 6. History 1. In primary grades there is no regular instruction in history. But in
celebrating holidays like Thanksgiving, the Lincoln and Washington birthdays, we use the appropriate stories as
a prelude to history. 2. In fourth and fifth grades we employ chiefly the pioneer history stories of our own
country and of the great navigators and explorers, like Columbus and Magellan. The hero stories of other
countries, as Bruce of Scotland, Alfred of England, Cincinnatus, Ulysses, and David, should also find place in the
reading or history lessons. 3. The oral treatment of these stories should be developed as a distinct art. The
rough adventure and realism of pioneer life, its hardships and heroism, should stand out plainly in vivid
narrative and description. In history the real presentation largely takes the place of the object in natural science
studies. 4. In each of the grades (fourth and fifth) a half dozen of the more important stories, like those of John
Smith, Champlain, Lincoln, George Rogers Clark, and La Salle, should be elaborately worked out in oral lessons,
using maps and blackboard sketches, pictures of frontier life and scenes, forts, flatboats, log houses, costumes,
weapons, modes of travel, home life, and customs. A childs introduction to history through oral treatment
becomes thus strong and real; he forms the habit of imaging actions and situations and feels a keen interest in
these stalwart characters. This teaches him how to construct and realize historical scenes. 5....
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