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Excerpt: . . . s as mandated by the House. A fundamental objective of our hearings will be to provide the
members with background information and analysis on several of the past House reorganization eForts. All of
us need to know what lessons or insights can be learned from what has happened in the past. Were real
reforms achieved or were some of the boxes simply shiHed around or committees renamed with no significant
improvement in how we conduct or business We also need to hear from experts who can perhaps identify other
major institutional reform areas that merit review and attention by this subcommittee. Our ranking member
Louise Slaughter and I plan to include a panel of former Cabinet Secretaries at todays hearing. We wanted to
consider their views on how they worked with the Congress committees. However, many of the people we
invited were out of the country or had conflicting engagements and they could not be with us today, so we will
try to schedule that panel at a later date. At this point I would ask any members of the subcommittee for any
opening statements. Mr. Dreier. Mr. Dreier. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Let me congratulate you and our friend
Mrs. Slaughter, with whom I just attended the U. S. -canada conference this weekend. She is coming back
because she is actually participating in another subcommittee hearing of this committee in Canada now, or I
guess it is in New York, where they are holding this meeting. Let me say that this is obviously very, very
important what we are undertaking here. The mandate of this...
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