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Women's University, course: Fair Trade and Social Enterprises,
language: English, abstract: The importance of Fair Trade
products for the world economy has been significantly
growing within the last decade. In 2010, the global Fair Trade
turnover reached 3.4 billion showing an upward trend with
double-digit growing rates per year. One of the biggest selling
markets for certified Fair Trade products is the European
Union (EU) which is thus a crucial actor when it comes to
promote and market Fair Trade goods (see attached table 1).
Yet, besides the EU s effort of achieving a fairer international
trading system, it can be argued that the EU might be even
partially responsible for the misery in those countries. In this
context the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) of the EU is
controversially discussed. About 60 billion which account for
42% of the total EU budget are currently spent on agricultural
subsidies. They are provided to European farmers...
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