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from Abu Ghraib, videos from school shooting, and pictures from dead bodies in the London terrorist attacks
taken by other victims are visual contents that we all had to deal with in the last years. The discussions on the
changes for journalists caused by digitalization are ubiquitous. But mostly they focus on decreasing readership
numbers, how to reconnect with the public, and on grassroots journalism. Ethical questions usually are
concerned with issues such as tabloidization, sensationalism, and emotionalization- in short, quality loss in
journalism. Journalistic codes are updated and adapted to the new demands. Other societal debates
concentrate on possible negative influences of pictures in news media, video games, music videos, and such-
usually containing violence andor sex. But there is a lack of discourse on ethical challenges concerning
photojournalism. During or after a tragedy like school shootings there is lots of talk but the ferocity of those
arguments is neither reflected in professional debates of journalists on ethics in photojournalism nor in
journalistic codes. However, those issues are gaining importance proportional to the rising significance
cameras, picture taking, and visual media in peoples lives. This essay therefore is summarizing current debates
about journalism ethics, focusing on visual media. Those issues are illustrated with two examples: the
Mohammed cartoon-incident and school shootings at the Virginia Tech University, USA...
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