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A History of Future Cities

By Daniel Brook

WW Norton & Co. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW,
A History of Future Cities, Daniel Brook, Every month, five million
people move from the past to the future. Pouring into
developing-world "instant cities" like Dubai and Shenzhen, these
urban newcomers confront a modern world cobbled together
from fragments of a West they have never seen. Do these
fantastical boomtowns, where blueprints spring to life overnight
on virgin land, represent the dawning of a brave new world? Or
is their vaunted newness a mirage? In a captivating blend of
history and reportage, Daniel Brook travels to a series of major
metropolitan hubs that were once themselves instant cities- St.
Petersburg, Shanghai, and Mumbai-to watch their "dress
rehearsals for the twenty-first century." Understanding today's
emerging global order, he argues, requires comprehending the
West's profound and conflicted influence on developing-world
cities over the centuries. In 1703, Tsar Peter the Great personally
oversaw the construction of a new Russian capital, a "window
on the West" carefully modeled on Amsterdam, that he believed
would wrench Russia into the modern world. In the nineteenth
century, Shanghai became the fastest-growing city on earth as it
mushroomed into an English-speaking, Western-looking
metropolis that just happened to be...
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Reviews

This book may be really worth a read through, and far better than other. it was actually writtern extremely completely
and valuable. I am just very easily will get a satisfaction of looking at a published ebook.
-- Lillie Toy 

It is easy in read through easier to fully grasp. it had been writtern very completely and useful. I am pleased to let you
know that here is the greatest book we have read during my personal life and could be he very best book for possibly.
-- Miss Ma r g e Jer de      
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