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illustrated. 1875 Excerpt: . . . we had nothing to do any more with the old Imperial laws which shaped those
relations; but the old idea of a Christian Polity was still in force. It was a first principle with England that there
was one true religion, that it was inherited from an earlier time, that it came of direct Revelation, that it was to
be supported to the disadvantage, to say the least, of other religions, of private judgment, of personal
conscience. The Puritans held these principles as firmly as the school of Laud. As to the Scotch Presbyterians,
we read enough about them in the pages of Mr. Buckle. The Stuarts went, but still their principles suffered no
dethronement; their action was restrained, but they were still in force, when this century opened. It is curious to
see how strikingly in this matter the proverb has been fulfilled, Out of sight, out of mind. Men of the present
generation, born in the new civilization, are shocked to witness in the abiding Papal sys-3 tern the words, ways,
and works of their grandfathers. In my own lifetime has that old world been alive, and has gone its way. Who
will say that the plea of conscience was as effectual, sixty years ago, as it is now in England, for the toleration of
every sort of fancy religion Had the Press always that wonderful elbowroom which it has now Might public
gatherings be held, and speeches made, and republicanism avowed in the...
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