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HOMESICKNESS: AN AMERICAN HISTORY

Oxford University Press. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW PRINT ON DEMAND., Homesickness: An
American History, Susan J. Matt, Homesickness today is dismissed as a sign of immaturity, what children feel at
summer camp, but in the nineteenth century it was recognized as a powerful emotion. When gold miners in
California heard the tune "Home, Sweet Home," they sobbed. When Civil War soldiers became homesick, army
doctors sent them home, lest they die. Such images don't fit with our national mythology, which celebrates the
restless individualism of colonists, explorers, pioneers, soldiers, and immigrants who supposedly le@ home and
never looked back. Using letters, diaries, memoirs, medical records, and psychological studies, this wide-
ranging book uncovers the profound pain felt by Americans on the move from the country's founding until the
present day. Susan Matt shows how colonists in Jamestown longed for and o@en returned to England, African
Americans during the Great Migration yearned for their Southern homes, and immigrants nursed memories of
Sicily and Guadalajara and, even a@er years in America, frequently traveled home. These iconic symbols of the
undaunted, forward-looking American spirit were o@en homesick, hesitant, and reluctant voyagers. National
ideology and modern psychology obscure this truth, portraying movement as easy, but in fact Americans had
to learn how to leave home, learn to be individualists. Even today, in a global society that prizes movement and
that condemns homesickness as a childish emotion, colleges counsel young adults and their families on how to
manage the transition away from home, suburbanites pine for their old neighborhoods, and companies take
seriously the emotional toll borne by relocated executives and road warriors. In the age of helicopter parents
and boomerang kids, and the new social networks that sustain connections across the miles, Americans
continue to assert the significance of home ties. By highlighting...
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Relevant Books

Six Step s to  In clu siv e P resch o o l C u rricu lu m: A  U DL- Based  Framew o rk f o r                             
C h ild ren 's Sch o o l Su ccess       
Brookes Publishing Co. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Six Steps to Inclusive
Preschool Curriculum: A UDL-Based Framework for Children's School Success, Eva M. Horn,
Susan B. Palmer, Gretchen D. Butera, Joan A. Lieber, How...
Sav e Do cu men t »   

Ed ge]  th e co llectio n  stacks o f  ch ild ren 's l i teratu re:  C h u n h y an g Qiu y u n  1.2 - - -                                     
C h ild ren 's L iteratu re 2004( C h in ese Ed itio n )            
paperback. Book Condition: New. Ship out in 2 business day, And Fast shipping, Free Tracking
number will be provided a@er the shipment.Paperback. Pub Date: 2005 Pages: 815 Publisher:
the Chinese teenager Shop Books all book....
Sav e Do cu men t »   

U n p lu g Y o u r Kid s:  A  Paren t's Gu id e to  R aisin g H ap p y ,  A ctiv e an d  Well- A d ju sted                            
C h ild ren  in  th e Digital  A ge       
Adams Media Corporation. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Unplug Your Kids:
A Parent's Guide to Raising Happy, Active and Well-Adjusted Children in the Digital Age, David
Dutwin, TV. Web Surfing. IMing. Text Messaging. Video...
Sav e Do cu men t »   

It's  J u st a Date:  H o w  to  Get 'em, H o w  to  R ead  'em, an d  H o w  to  R o ck 'em                    
HarperCollins Publishers. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, It's Just a Date: How
to Get 'em, How to Read 'em, and How to Rock 'em, Greg Behrendt, Amiira Ruotola-Behrendt,
A fabulous new guide to dating...
Sav e Do cu men t »   

A  Do g o f  Flan d ers:  U n ab rid ged ; In  Easy - to - R ead  Ty p e ( Do v er C h ild ren 's Th ri@                                      
C lassics)
Dover Publications, 2011. Paperback. Book Condition: New. No Jacket. New paperback book
copy of A Dog of Flanders by Ouida (Marie Louise de la Ramee). Unabridged in easy to read
type. Dover Children's Thrift Classic....
Sav e Do cu men t »   
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