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There was a great cry in Egypt, for there was not a house,
where there was not one dead. He shall have judgment without
mercy, that hath shown no mercy, is a declaration nowhere
more fully and forcibly exemplified than in the career of the
rebellious Pharaoh. Long had the chosen people borne the
galling yoke of serfdom. The day of their deliverance, when
Israel s God, with an arm of omnipotence, would break the
oppressor s rod and lead them forth, free and triumphant, was
at hand. Mightily did He assert His sovereignty and power. He
made the elements conspire to humble the Egyptians, and
called upon the noisome reptile and corroding insect to avenge
His own elect. He let loose foul disease from its secret lurking-
place, and bade the sun withdraw its salutary light. The sacred
waters crimsoned at His word, and the ripened harvest
withered at His touch. The obdurate Pharaoh moved by
transient fears, relents amid the terrors...
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