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Champaign County is representative of all that is best in American life. To the state and the country at large it is
chiefly known for its extraordinary agricultural capacity and for the great University which has been planted in
its midst, and which has drawn to its territory thousands of able and inspiring men and women. Many have
remained to become a part of its higher life, both in intellectual and moral endeavors. Those who know
Champaign County more intimately, natives or old-time residents, also appreciate the solidity of its material
wealth and the sturdy fiber of its sons and daughters. There is no county in the United States which has been
more faithfully cultivated and the richness of whose soil has been conserved in a more intelligent and scientific
manner. The grains, the fruits and the live stock of the county, the artificial drainage, and the various
auxiliaries to wholesome and prosperous living, are of the same high grade as its men and women. All that is
best in American life, as we find it illustrated in Champaign County, has been set forth in this work, as far as the
strength, the industry and the ability of the editor, with the invaluable assistance of his associates, could realize
the high and broad aim of the history. In this connection we cannot but refer in sorrow to the death of Judge J.
0. Cunningham, who,...
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