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Union of the United States This is a picture of a happy condition of society, the effect of a righteous
government, peace, order, harmony, every where, the result of good laws, and of popular confidence in the
integrity and uprightness of rulers. It may form a fit introduction, to the subject proposed for consideration to
day, - the perpetuity of the Union of these United States. The feelings of the heart are best excited, in immediate
view of the proper objects. It is by presenting the object, that the relative emotion can be distinctly and strongly
called forth, and be made operative and available for good. There cannot, therefore, be a topic more timely, or
better suited to the occasion that has brought us together. This is a day of Thanksgiving, not for private,
individual, or family benefits, but for those that we enjoy, in common with the great mass of our fellow citizens
- privileges of a more extended character and of wider diffusion. The day is designed to bring these great
general blessings, in which we all alike participate, up for review, that with them may come up also, the great
tie of a common brotherhood, the relative obligation of devout gratitude and thankfulness, and the evidence of
a proper appreciation of them, by a course of conduct likely to secure their continuance. Private griefs and
sorrows have no place in the general thankfulness. They should all pass out of view, and be forgotten. This is
not the occasion, nor the day for them. It is a beautiful sight to see a whole people laying aside...
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