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Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.lin.Excerpt: . . . of the peculiar actions of a man on horseback, who was
approaching the house from the direction in which her husband and the vaqueros had disappeared. That
which summoned her attention was the fact that the man was approaching by an irregular route, which no
ordinary circumstance would have required. He had such a way of keeping behind the trees that she could not
determine his identity. It looked strange and mysterious, and something impelled her to drop the lace curtain
over the window, for behind it she could watch without danger of being seen. The horseman disappeared, and
this made her uneasiness all the greater, but she said nothing to Alice. Soon she noticed the man on foot
approaching the house, in a watchful, skulking fashion, slipping from one tree or one bit of shrubbery to
another. Then, with a swift run, he came near, and, stealthily and noiselessly as a cat, began to ascend to her
window by clambering up the wistaria-vine. Her spirit quailed and her cheeks blanched when she saw the naked
blade of a dagger held between his teeth. She understood his mission--it was her life and the gold; and the
glittering eyes of the robber she recognized as those of Basilio Velasco. After a moment of nerveless terror the
ancient resisting blood of the Ovandos sprang into alert activity, and this gentlest and sweetest of young
women armed her soul to meet Death on his own ground and his own terms, and try the issue with him. She
gave no alarm, for there was none in the house except herself and Alice. To have given way to fear would have
destroyed...
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