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can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1900 Excerpt: .Fichte was born at Rammenau, Saxony, May 19, 1762. His parents were in humble
circumstances, his father being a ribbon-weaver. He was educated by the aid of a noble patron, first at Pforta
and later at Jena. In 1791 he made the acquaintance of Kant, to whose notice he had been favorably
introduced by a philosophical essay. He became professor at Jena in 1799. An unfortunate dispute arose, during
this latter year, as to the interpretation of certain utterances of Fichte, and an accusation of atheism was made
against him. Instead of meeting the charge with disproof, he tried to force the Government to recede from its
position. The matter ended with Fichte s dismissal in disgrace, and he went to Berlin. Here he made the
acquaintance of the leaders of thought in that city, including Friedrich Schlegel and Schleiermacher, and
devoted himself to public lecturing before the educated classes. In 1805 he was one semester at Erlangen, and in
the following year removed to KOnigsberg. He returned to Berlin in 1807, and in 1809 was appointed professor
at the new University of Berlin, and there continued his work until his death in 1814. Fichte was one of the great
orators of modern Germany. The scholastic or academic oration finds in his work its most brilliant examples.
He brought to his task as a public speaker a profoundly philosophical mind, a glowing moral earnestness, and
a wide literary culture. When he spoke, it was with...
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