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illustrated. 1892 edition. Excerpt: . . . rendered its pestilential manifestation impossible, by suppressing one of
the conditions essential to its development--that is, the immediate contact of the infected earth with the air. But
if that contact be accidentally restored in any way, as, for example, by an excavation made in hot weather, and
when the soil is damp, the three conditions necessary for the multiplication of the malarious ferment become
once more re-established, and we have the unpleasant surprise of experiencing an outbreak of malaria in
places which had previously been rendered salubrious. Notwithstanding this, however, those atmospheric
sanitations, provided they be continually kept up, are amongst the most efficacious; and by their means the city
of Rome will become free of malaria throughout all those parts which do not immediately adjoin the
surrounding Campagna. The great benefits already realized are a good reason for entertaining this confidence,
bearing in mind, moreover, that those benefits accrued independently of any hydraulic improvements made in
the Agro; for in reality, until 1884 none had been made. The remarkable sanitation already produced in Rome
between 1870 and 1884 is due to the gradual keeping down of the autochthonous malaria of the city, and to no
other cause. It is not possible to form an opinion on the actual malarious production, in the different portions
of the Agro, with the same accuracy as we can, in the various districts of Rome. We know that throughout the
whole extent of the Agro, malaria prevails; but...
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