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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Merriam Press World War II History WH3 First Edition (2014) The Artillery
Branch is one of the most complicated of military science. Like the Engineers, it was a technically demanding
field. All of the enlisted complements were highly skilled as well. During the war, recruits felt lucky to be
assigned to the artillery. They figured it was safer than the infantry. With the exception of being a forward
observer, they were correct. Although making up 16 of an infantry division s strength, it only accounted for 3 of
the casualties. the foot soldier thought anyone in the artillery lived a life of relative luxury. That situation
changed during the Bulge. It was no longer a safe billet. Battery personnel were some of the first to get hit by
enemy shells. The front line came to them as never before. German infantry and tanks bypassed the infantry
screen and rolled up on their positions. In an age of indirect fire and advanced observation techniques, direct
fire on a target became commonplace. Others, fighting with carbines and bazookas, held oG many a thrust by
the enemy, some even fighting hand to hand. Desperate men had to call down fire on their own positions to
help stave oG oncoming Panzers. Recognition has not always come. Other than Napoleon, can the average
person name a famous artilleryman? The answer is probably not. Cannoneers, fire direction centers, and
artillery observers bracketing fire on targets are usually not fodder for books or movies. Nevertheless, their
contributions to the final victory were enormous. Patton, the tanker, oIen commented that our artillery won
the war. The use of artillery reached its zenith in World War II....
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