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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1876 edition. Excerpt: . chapter vi. the painful trial. On the morrow, New-year s Day,
Miss St. Clair was persuaded to dine with the Stanhopes once more. As it was the commemoration of the
Circumcision of Our Lord, there was Morning Service in the English Church; and there Miss Agatha was found in
her accustomed seat, and with her usual surprises. At the conclusion of the Service, her Matins, she returned
home with her young friends. The poor girl seemed very depressed, and did her utmost to give an artificial
brightness to her countenance, and a cheeriness to her conversation: at last she admitted that the
communication she received yesterday from the Mother Superior, and which Lilian had brought with her into
Paris, had much saddened and disturbed her. Mr. Stanhope, said Agatha, on seeing him enter the room, | have
been very much pained, and cannot easily recover from my vexation. The Mother Superior has written me
word that a dispensation from fasting before receiving the Holy Eucharist is impossible. She tells me, the
Church cannot grant it; and, therefore, | am forbidden to communicate to-morrow. To receive, not fasting, the
Mother says, is a fearful sin. | shall, however, attend Matins, and remain during the celebration. You cannot
imagine how deeply it grieves me. Miss St. Clair, the Church of England does not say this, | am convinced. You
cannot point out to me any canon or rubric of our Church which commands this fasting...
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