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on the fallacy of the above conclusions as referring to the relative mortality of widows - a fallacy sufficiently
obvious to any one who thinks awhile. | will confine myself to the less-conspicuous fallacy in the comparison
between the mortalities of married and celibate, fallen into by M. Bertillon as well as Dr. Stark. Clearly as their
figures seem to furnish proof of some direct causal relation between marriage and longevity, they really furnish
no proof whatever. There may be such a relation; but the evidence assigned forms no warrant for inferring it.
We have but to consider a little the circumstances which in many cases determine marriage, and those which in
other cases prevent marriage, to see that the connection which the figures apparently imply is not the real
connection. Where attachments exist, what most frequently decides the question for or against marriage? The
possession of adequate means. While some are so reckless as to marry without means, yet it is undeniable that
in very many instances marriage is delayed by the man, or forbidden by the parents, or not assented to by the
woman, until there is reasonable evidence of ability to meet the responsibilities. Of those men whose marriages
depend on getting the needful income, which are the most likely to get the needful income? Those who are best,
physically and mentally - the strong, the intellectually capable, the morally well-balanced. Often bodily vigor
achieves a success, and therefore a revenue, which bodily weakness, unable to bear the stress of competition,
cannot achieve. Often superior intelligence brings promotion and increase of salary,...
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