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indexed. Not illustrated. 1874 Excerpt: . is their regularity of outline, that they might well be mistaken for works
of art, or for the tombs of skeikhs in times when men were giants, with natural pyramids for graves. Before us
spread the shining waters of the great lake, a strange and memorable scene. High mountains tower above
them to the east and west, high precipitous summits of gray or bare white limestone; the heights of Abarim, the
green ridges of Gilead, the dark bulk of the Mountain of the Temptation. To the right is the supposed locality of
the Cities of the Plain: to the left lie the ruins of Gilgal and of Jericho. In front extends a long narrow belt of sand
and ashes; and from the northward, through its widening valley, rushes the Descender, sinking into quiescence
as its turbid waters reach their final basin. Not a cloud breaks the blue serene of heaven; not a breath stirs the
air; scarce a ripple relieves the glassy surface of the lake. The silence is oppressive--oh, for voice of bird or hum
of insect to break in upon the overwhelming monotony! Oh, for a screen of leafy boughs to shelter one from
the glow of the sun and the glare of the sand! Here and there the shore is strewn with the branches and boles of
trees--venerable patriarchs, rent by violent floods from their ancient dwelling-places near the Sacred Kiver;
dashed down into the Sea of Salt; and then, after being...
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