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Servicel Summary: "Siri Hustvedt, one of our finest novelists, has long been a brilliant explorer of brain and
mind. But recently this investigation has taken a more personal turn: two years after her father's death, while
speaking about him in public, she suddenly found herself seized by convulsions. Was this 'hysteria, a
'conversion reaction,’ or a 'coincidental' attack of epilepsy? The Shaking Woman is the storyprovocative but
often funny, encyclopedic but down to earthof her attempt to answer this question. It brings together an
extraordinary double story: that of Hustvedt's own odyssey of discovery, and of that point where brain and
mind, neurology and psychiatry, come together in the realm of neuropsychoanalysis. The odyssey has not
cured her, nor led to a conclusionbut Hustvedt's erudite book deepens one's wonder about the relation of body
and mind."Oliver Sacks "That Siri Hustvedt is a splendid writer is well known. The news is that life conspired to
have her seek a working mastery of neuroscience. In her wonderful new book, part memoir, part mystery story,
she explains this unexpected turn of events and offers the reader a wealth of valuable facts along with personal
perspectives on the neuroscientific scene. Not surprisingly, the book is a pleasure to read."Antonio Damasio,
University of Southern California "Armed with her great gift for elucidation, the novelist and essayist Siri
Hustvedt has omnivorously devoured and digested complex debates from neuroscience, psychiatry, philosophy
and psychoanalysis and journeyed into the mind/body problem. In The Shaking Woman , her quest to
understand her own mysterious troubles becomes a brilliant illumination for us all."George Makari, author of
Revolution in Mind "I was very struck by The Shaking Woman . Not only does it demonstrate nearly...
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