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Bansted, or Banstead, is situated in the County of Surrey, in the Bishopric of Winchester, the Archdeaconry of
Surrey, and the Rural Deanery of Leatherhead. It belonged at the Conquest to Richard de Tonbridge, who held it
of the Bishop of Bayeux, and in the reign of King Henry 1., Tirel de Maniers, the then owner, granted the Rectory
to the Prior and Convent of St. Mary Overies, in whose possession it remained until the dissolution of the
Monasteries. A list of Rectors and Vicars since that date will be found at the end of the book. The Transcripts
now published are contained in the first two volumes of the Registers, and date from their commencement in
1547 down to the following dates: Baptisms, to 1750; Marriages, to 1753; Burials, to 1789. The first volume is a
small vellum-bound book, in poor condition, the writing very much faded, and occasionally illegible. It
measures about 81/2 x 71/2 inches, and contains entries from 1547 to 1618. Volume Il. is a thick square volume,
about 14 inches square, bound in old sheepskin with clasps. It contains Baptisms, 1620-1783; Marriages, 1616-
1753; and Burials, 1617-1789. The entries are often carelessly and ignorantly made, and in many instances the
original entry has been corrected or added to in another hand. It appears to have been a common practice for
the Clerk to make rough notes at the time of the ceremony, filling them into the Register Book at a later date,
and this practice will account for the dates of the entries not always following one another chronologically. The
Editor has...
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