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commerce. It is a book peopled by a fascinating roster of American originals, including showman P. T. Barnum
and circuit rider Lorenzo Dow, painter Frederick Church and dime novelist Ned Buntline, Sylvester Graham
(inventor of the Graham cracker) and the Poughkeepsie Seer Andrew Jackson Davis, film directors D. W. Griffith
and Cecil B. DeMille, Norman Vincent Peale and Bishop Fulton J. Sheen. Moore paints insightful portraits of
figures such as Mason Locke Weems (Weemss marriage of aggressive marketing and a moral mission--in such
bloody, violent tales as The Drunkards Looking Glass or Gods Revenge Against Adultery--was an important
starting point of Americas culture industry), religious orator George Whitefield (who transformed...
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