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assurance that they are one and all founded on fact, not over and above remotely. They are based, as they
profess to be, upon the experi ences of a young Englishman during a period of vagabondage enjoyed in New
York and thereabouts. They do not however claim the exact fidelity to fact of Hansard or a Law Re port.
Vagabondage is a mental no less than a physical state of being and, just as a tramps 9 Preface progress across
the sunny side of life is less direct than is, say, that of a bank-manager through the shadows, so his mind recalls
less faithfully all and every entry in the mnemonical ledger. Perhaps then, in this narrative some terminological
inexactitude may here and there find expression in word, or exclamation mark, or period. Here and there
memory may heighten a high-light or erase a shadow. No vagabond could be expected to swear in a court of
law to the exact size or...
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