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indexed. Not illustrated. 1891 Excerpt: . is not surprising that this work of the Regulators provoked the
authorities and caused the royal Governor, Tryon, to gather a small army of 1,000 men and march against
them with a battery of artillery. But the Regulators, now about 2,000 strong, gave battle on the banks of the
Alamance, May 16, 1771. This was the first battle for independence on American soil. For lack of ammunition the
Regulators were overcome, leaving 20 dead on the field, and the Governor with his victorious force marched
through the colony, confiscating property, burning houses, and administering forced oaths of loyalty to the
people. Defeat then was the greatest victory; for success on the part of the Regulators would have precipitated
war before they were ready, and before the other colonies were ripe for revolution. But the fact is well attested
that this was the first battle, the first libation of blood offered on the altar of American independence. As a
reward for this success, Gov. Tryon was promoted to the governorship of New York and Gov. Martin was sent to
North Carolina. The second Provincial Congress for North Carolina assembled in New Berne April 3,1775, at the
same time and place with the Provincial Legislature. Gov. Martin, by proclamation, tried to prevent the
assembling of this Congress. But that body met and issued a counter proclamation, in which they calmly
reviewed the situation and affirmed their inalienable rights. But, on the 8th of April, the Assembly was...
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