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edition. Excerpt: .of Japanese. Three thousand contract laborers
were imported and a labor convention with Japan concluded in
anticipation of more drastic legislation against the Chinese. The
decade from 1885 to 1895 saw no less than four enactments on
the vexed question of Chinese immigration. A law of 1885
prohibited any shipmaster from bringing in more than twenty-
five Chinese who could not show pass-ports proving previous
residence in the Hawaiian Islands. In 1886 was passed an
exclusion act quite as rigid as the Geary law. No Chinese
passenger shall be allowed to land at any port in the Hawaiian
Kingdom unless such passenger be the bearer of a pass-port
proving previous residence. The only exceptions allowed were
merchants, for a limited term, wives and children of resident
Chinese, officials representing the Chinese government, teachers,
and ministers of the gospel. In September, 1889, a committee of
the...
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