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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1899 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER IX. REACTION ON TACTICAL SCIENCE. This review
of the tactical employment of machine gnns in the field would be incomplete without some notice of the
training necessary for oGicers and men of the corps, and some forecast as to the influences upon the tactics of
the other arms of this new factor in warfare. INFANTRY. The problem of controlled infantry fire at critical
moments has been the bugbear of the modern tactician. It is not too much to say that the work of the machine
guns in the assault on San Juan Hill at Santiago solved that problem. The infantry deployed under cover of the
woods and of their own fire, and the increase of controlled fire necessary to obtain the ascendancy at the
critical moment was supplied by the powerful battery of Gatlings, which went into action 100 yards in front of
the infantry at the moment of rapid fire, and played with dreadful accuracy upon the trenches of the enemy
until the instant preceding contact. These few minutes have always been a stumbling-block to tacticians, many
of whom have insisted that troops must be kept in close order to obtain the necessary control of their fire-
action. This will no longer be insisted upon, in the future. The machine guns will be relied upon at all ranges
from 1500 yards down to supply whatever controlled fire may be necessary at any particular juncture. True, the
infantry will still fire, and its...
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