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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.About one o clock one Saturday afternoon in summer, a hydro-
aeroplane--or, as its owner preferred to call it, a flying-boat--dropped lightly on to the surface of one of the
many creeks that intersect the marshes bordering on the river Swale. The pilot, a youth of perhaps twenty
years, having moored his vessel to a stake in the bank, leapt ashore with a light suit-case, and walked rapidly
along a cinder path towards the low wooden shed, painted black, that broke the level a few hundred yards
away. It was a lonely spot--the very image of dreariness. All around extended the glooming flats ; between the
shed and Luddenham Church, a mile or so distant, nothing varied the grey monotony except an occasional
tree, and a small red-brick, red-tiled cottage, which, with its flower-filled windows, seemed oddly out of place
amid its surroundings--an oasis in a desert. The youth, clad in khaki-coloured overalls and a pilot s cap, made
straight for the open door of the shed. There he set his suit-case on the ground, and stepping in, recoiled before
the acrid smell that saluted his nostrils. He gave a little cough, but the man stooping over a bench that ran
along one of the walls neither looked up, nor in any way signified that he was aware of a visitor. He was a tall,
fair man, spectacled, slightly bald, clean shaven, dressed in garments apparently of india-rubber. The bench
was covered with crucibles, retorts, blow-pipes, test tubes, Bunsen burners, and sundry other pieces of scientific
apparatus, and on the shelf above it stood an array of glass bottles and porcelain jars. It was into such a jar
that...
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