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AUTHORHOUSE, United States, 2010. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 280 x 216 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Pokey The Playful Whale is a fictionalized version of a true story. It
was in 1966, when the media in Virginia and the nation burst forth with the news that a whale, presumably from
the Atlantic Ocean, had wandered up the historic James River and was resting on a sandbar or frolicking in the
water near Charles City. For a week or more headlines, such as the following, were seen or heard in the media:
April 11, New Species in the James: It s a whale, No Less! April 12, Creature Still Stranded River s High Tide Hides
Whale Awhile: April 13, Whale Seen Again--Headed For Richmond; Whale Tied To Tree by Rope, Whale, in River
Shot 12 times, Left to Die. April 14, Whale Found Very Much Alive. Swimming in James River Today. April 15,
Whale is Dead; Towing Due; April 16, Pokey Rides to Burial in His Ocean Home. These headlines summarize
briefly a true story of a whale, whose visit to Virginia fascinated students and teachers. The author, LaVerne
Byrd Smith at that time, was a Professor of Education at Virginia State University in Ettrick, Virginia and
supervisor of student teachers. She was delighted to see classrooms she visited come alive with artwork, crafts,
reports, discussions, and other learning experiences including questions and research about whales and about
Virginia s James River. This event and student enthusiasm motivated Byrd Smith, a devotee of Dr. Seuss, to
create in rhyme, a fictionalized version of the true story. Pokey The Playful Whale was first published in 1980 in
Popcorn Magazine. An un-illustrated version was published in an anthology of Byrd Smith s poems entitled,
Poetry for Growing:...
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