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Dingley Tariff Upon the Industries of the Country, and Especially, Upon the Well Being of the People The favorite
argument of those who oppose any reduction in the present tariff of this country is that the country is
prosperous, and that this prosperity is due to the tariff. This belief is a superstition with many. There are fetish
worshippers in New York and Philadelphia as well as in Dahomey. This argument is really an insult to the
American people. It ignores entirely the essential elements of American energy, enterprise, and inventive skill.
The opportunities afforded by our free institutions have stimulated every mans activity and ability to the
utmost. Moreover the argument overlooks entirely the unequalled natural advantages of this country, its vast
forests, its fertile prairies, its mines of coal, iron, copper, gold, and silver. All these gifts of God are entirely
ignored by the standpatters as it has become the custom to call our American fetish worshippers. The fact is
really this: A high protective tariff is a bonus to the capitalist. It has enormously increased the profits of the
owners of mines and forests, and of the manufacturers of iron, steel, copper and clothing. By this bonus it has
aided to build up the great fortunes which are far more numerous and far larger in this country than in any
other in the world. The pretense originally was that it was necessary to have a protective tariff in order to
encourage infant industries. The original tariffs that were adopted with this end in view, and in support of
which the great name of...
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