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illustrated. 1913 Excerpt: . . . thought to write a song of epic might. Whose deep-toned music would mens
dreams excite And plaudits--which, as seas, should swing In ever-widening billows, and should ring Like living
laughter that would change the night And silence into joy and grace and light, And make its glooms and
solitudes to sing. I wrote, and no one read my poem through. And then I found a feather from a mourning
dove, Dropped from its wing in flying through a wood. And wrote a psalm of pain and pity, true To life, and
tender with immortal love: And weary hearts both read and understood. --Quayle. Is Nature Cruel Joseph
Conrad, a writer of the sea, describes, in graphic fashion, a rescue of the survivors of a water-logged derelict
which had been driDing in mid-ocean for weeks. The merciless struggle which the survivors had made was at
last too much for them, and their hearts were broken and delirium set in. ADer the crazed ones were taken oE,
and the sinking brig went down, Conrad describes his own feeling about it in this way: I looked with other eyes
on the sea--my conception of its magnanimous greatness was gone. I looked upon the true sea--the sea that
plays with men until their hearts are broken and wears stout ships to death. Nothing can touch the brooding
bitterness of its heart; open to all and faithful to none, it exercises its fascinations for the undoing of the best.
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